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Last week we read a book that discussed in great length the effect of rape culture. We learned about the effect that it has taken on the criminal justice system and policies. Today we were given an article that calls for women to be censored in Cambodia. Women are being shamed for their "revealing" or "sexy" clothing. This is enforcing rape culture in the country of Cambodia. The Prime minister of Cambodia claimed that the behavior of these women "violate their culture and tradition" and "contribute to sexual abuse and violence against women" (Blomberg, 2020). I think that his statements, although they may be coming from a more traditional point of view, were out of line. These statements are clear-cut examples of victim blaming, we know that no matter what a woman looks like or is dressed like, she can be attacked. I understand that Cambodia is a country that has very different culture and traditions than America does, but it is important to protect the women of your country instead of subjecting them to violence. Instead of focusing on why 1 in 5 men in Cambodia have raped women, their government wants to focus on the culture they believe is being abandoned. Or, as mentioned in the article by Ros Sopheap, the government should be looking at why women feel it is necessary for them to sell goods online, instead of attempting to control what they're wearing (Blomberg, 2020).
I think that the article has similar issues that women in America deal with. The website Onlyfans has gotten a lot of attention this year and many men have an issue with women who are in control of the pictures or videos that they produce of their own bodies. They see it as inappropriate and demeaning. However, men have no issue with other websites that do not pay women nearly as much as they deserve or even the industries that treat women poorly. The bottom line is that men in these situations want their control over women, this seems to be a reoccurring theme in this class.
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In 1776 the United States of America was born and immediately, in 1777, every state passed a law that women could not vote.  It was not until 150 years later, in 1920, that women were able to vote.  The United States sure has come a long way since then with laws against domestic violence, reproductive rights and for equal pay.  These are great laws, but they are only on paper! 
Police who investigate domestic abuse have great discretion when it comes to determining who the instigator is; who has the most bruises on them.  It is common knowledge now that domestic abuse does not have to be physical, it can be psychological with threats of harm, so bruises will not be present.  So, if a police officer is about to finish their shift or the woman is drunk or high, or it was her long-time boyfriend and not a stranger, the officer will decide based on “their stereotypic beliefs” (2015) whether or not to make an arrest.  When it comes to equal pay, US News timeline reminds us the 1963 Equal Pay Act guaranteed equal pay for equal work regardless of “race, color, religion, national origin or sex of the worker.”  But the Business Insider reports as of 2018 a woman earns $0.82 for every dollar a man earns.  When it comes to reproductive rights, the Supreme Court may have upheld Roe v. Wade making abortions legal, but to this day the federal government still restricts funds for abortions unless rape or incest can be proven (Reproductive Rights, 2015).  Statusofwomendata.org continues to say in “2013 and 2014, a broad range of legislation was introduced and passed, including bills requiring women to have an ultrasound before obtaining an abortion, stringent regulatory measures targeting abortion providers, bans or restrictions preventing women from obtaining health insurance coverage for abortion, and bans on abortion at later stages of pregnancy.”
Certainly, female citizens have many more rights and protections here in the US than most countries who continue to allow atrocities including forced marriages, FGM, and honor killings, but we still have to make these laws a reality and not just written words.
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When it comes to the book, that we read last week was really interesting and educational. In the book we were able to learn and see what Rape Culture it was about and how effects the women in society and not taken seriously. But after Reading this week's article on Cover upon be censored: Cambodia orders woman not loom sexy on Facebook. This Article centers around women in Cambodia who are judged and shamed for their clothing that there wearing while trying to sell goods on Facebook and forced into changing. According to Matt Blomberg (2020) "This is a violation of our culture and tradition," The prime minister felt as if it was causes of why sexual abuse and the violence against the women. The prime minister instead of praising and protecting the women, he is blaming them for the sexual abuse that is happening instead of going after the men that are causing all the sexual abuse that is going on. According to Matt Blomberg (2020) "Ros Sopheap, head of the charity Gender and Development for Cambodia, said the government should look at the reasons why women sell goods online instead of dictating what they want."  with the article Cover upon be censored: Cambodia orders woman not loom sexy on Facebook and the book Beyond Blurred Lines they have many similarities with what is going on in today society. Men still are sexual abusing women right now especially on what a woman is wearing they feel as that gives them rights and opportunity to do whatever they want to women and the is wrong because women should be able to live their lives the way that they want without having to worry about some men victimizing them.  
References:
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This week we are learning of a more up to date form of victim blaming. The government in Cambodia made women take down their posts from facebook because of how they were dressed. From the powerpoint, if this were to happen in one of the areas where their "honor" was downgraded because of a wrongdoing of a woman, they would kill the woman that posted that online. As the powerpoint said, womens rights are still not justified in this world we are living in today. In these areas like Afghanistan and Iran, women have no voice as to defending themselves. No one to run and talk to if they did something wrong. One would run to their family members but even the family does honor killings because honor is more important to them than having a daughter that has violated a rule such as being sexually active, or dressing provocative. In the book of Rape Culture, it gave us many examples of how victim blaming is used to not point at the real offender that did the raping. Sometimes men don't even feel regret from raping. One of the people from the powerpoint said he doesn't regret raping because honor is more important than his blood. It must be absolutely horrible living in a society that doesn't have options of getting out and escaping from this horror movie. Arranged marriages even are used in these countries so that the daughters are the responsibility of the man that married them. They see women as a piece of meat and just pass her on without any remorse. Women seem to be always fighting for equality but yet men always seem to be the ones demanding control over them. 
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